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between them 1646 sessions before the Treaty was signed. It was
their business to feed the "Big Three" with details about races,
boundaries and political and historical conditions, about finance,
economies, trade, labour, religion and all other relevant human
activities in Europe and the world.
They worked heroically, but the piling of all this material upon
the " Big Three " produced an enormous indigestion of fact and
opinion. One of these potentates raised laughter by confessing himself
ignorant of the whereabouts of Teschen, but if his colleagues preserved
a reputation for omniscience it was very often because they prudently
kept the state of their knowledge to themselves.
The habit of blaming the Treaty of Versailles for everything has
been greatly overdone in the subsequent years. It was the war and
not the Treaty which was responsible for the major decisions. The
negotiators at Paris did not, as is commonly asserted, break the Habs-
burg Empire in pieces; it was broken beyond repair before it came
into their hands. Nor did they create or re-create the Kingdom of
Poland; that followed automatically from the defeat of Germany,
Austria and Russia. Nor did they restore Alsace-Lorraine to France ;
the restoration was accomplished when the Germans laid down their
arms. A large part of the material was given to them in a form
already fixed before it reached thek hands, and for that nothing
remained but to give it legal shape and supply the necessary detail.
This in the main was the work of the Commissions, and a large part
of the Treaty consists of recommendations taken bodily from thek
reports. Very able men contributed to these reports, and the work
was as well done as was possible under the pressure of time and
ckcumstance.
There remained certain great outstanding questions which fell finally
to the " Big Three." These were in the main the position of the
League of Nations in the reconstructed Europe, the territory to be
taken from Germany in addition to Alsace-Lorraine, and the question
of Reparations and other punitive measures. Rumour said that
fierce battles were raging on all these in the inner sanctum of the Big
Four, and on all of them the newspapers of thek respective countries
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